THE   DEATH OF STRAFffORD
given against him infinitely more advanced him than
the service for which it was given. Whoa this
Parliament began, (being returned knight of the shire
for the county where he lived,) the eyes of all men
were fixed on him as their Patria pater, and the pilot
that must steer their vessel through the tempests and
rocks which threatened it. And I am persuaded his
power and interest at that time was greater to do
good or hurt than any man's in the kingdom, or than
any man of his rank hath had in any time : for his
reputation of honesty was universal, and his affections
seemed so publicly guided that no corrupt or private
ends could bias them.
' He was of that rare affability and temper in debate,
and of that seeming humility and submission of judg-
ment, as if he brought no opinions with him, but a desire
of information and instruction ; yet he had so subtle a
way of interrogating, and under the notion of doubts
• insinuating his objections, that he left his opinions
with those from whom he pretended to learn and
receive them. And even with them who were able
to preserve themselves from his infusions, and
discerned those opinions to be fixed in him with
which they could not comply, he always left the
character of an ingenious and conscientious person.
He was indeed a very wise man, and of great parts,
and possessed with the most absolute spirit of popu-
larity, that is, the most absolute faculties to govern
the people, of any man I ever knew. For the first
year of the Parliament he seemed rather to moderate
and soften the violent and distempered humours than
to inflame them. But wise and dispassioned men
plainly discerned that that moderation proceeded
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